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Ua malo fai o le faiva! Ua malo le toal

E le tau faafulu-
ina le pa tau-
lafo pe tau
lacia le maa
osofia e pei o
upu a le
atunuu. Ua
iloga galuega
lelei sa faatino ao oulua pale mai e
avea ma taitai o le Matagaluega o Tina
ma Tamaitai, Atinae o Nuu Afioaga ma
Agafesootai. O nisi nei o faamoemoe
tetele sa iloga ai lo oulua tulai mai e
aofia ai le 50 Tausaga o le faama-
natuina o le tutoatasi o le Malo o Sa-
moa, o le fonotaga o atumotu laiti (SIDS)

e pei ona faatino mai i Samoa i le 2014,

o le fonotaga ma Taaloga a tupulaga
talavou o Malo o taupulega ma le tele o
auaunaga sa ofoina atu ai lo oulua soi-
fua tautua ao avea ai ma taitai o le
Mat agal uega. Sa f ai
le Matagaluega ao se tofa e tua iai le
moe ma le faautaga i taimi e louloua ai

le tau i tulaga o galuega faatino ae-
maise ai le feagai ma Afioaga. Sa oulua

le faatumutumu lima ao feagai ai ma le
Matagaluega i Tausaga e lima mai le
2011A 2016.

E avea ai lenei avanoa taua e momoli
atu ai le faamalo ma le agaga Faafetai

mai le Pu -ega ma le Matagaluega ona
0 oulua faiva sasaa ao tatou feagai ai i
le paeaiga ua maea. Ua faamalo le saili
malo mo le manuia lautele o Samoa. E

le lava upu o le gagana e faailo ai le
agaga Faafetai ona o le tau -tua ua
maeb6a faatino e taual
uega. Faafetai le tautua faatamalii. Ua
malo fai o le faiva! Ua malo le toa!

O le tatalo a le Matagaluega, ia maua
pea so oulua finagalo aua le atunuu,
saga

Ekalesia ma ma ia
faamanuia le
Atua i o oulua
faiva totofi i soo
se tofiga ua fi-
nagalo e
faaaoga ai lo
oulua soifua. O

manu ta te

aiga,

feiloai ai, 0
manu ta te
mavae ai.

Quote:

AAll that i s |v
society depends upon the
opportunity for development

accorded t hes

- Albert Einstein

Mo nisi faamatalaga faafesootai mai:

Faauiga Mulitalo
Ofisa Sili Lagolago
Vaega mo Pulega Faa Ofisa
Telefoni : (685) 29776
Facsimile: (685) 32358
Laina: 202

Imeli : fmulitalo@mwcsd.gov.ws

Faafetai Koria

Ofisa Sili Lagolago

Vaega o Suesuega , Faiga Faavae mg

Faamatalaga Faamaumauina
Telefoni : (685) 21032
Laina: 206

Imeli : fkoria@mwcsd.gov.ws

Louisa Apelu
Ofisa Sili Lagolago
Vaega mo Tina ma Tamaitai
Telefoni : (685) 26057
Facsimile: (685) 22539
Laina: 203

Imeli : lapelu@mwcsd.gov.ws

at

al



MatidAperila, 2016

Page

2016 a leap forward for women of Samoa

A new year has begun and well on
the way. Samoads
has been a milestone achievement
for women of Samoa. In
2013 the constitution was
changed to reserve 5 seats,
or 10% of the 49 seats in
parliament for women. This
decision has made waves
on national, mainstream
and social media and inter-
national discourse given that Sa-
moa, let alone the Pacific region,
has been known to have the lowest
number of women parliamentarians
in the world.

Of close to 170 candidates compet-
ing in the election, 24 mare women
beating the highest number re-
corded in 2006 of 18 women. Also
this number doubles the number of

women who competed in 2011
which was 9.
The increase number of women

who are competing in the election
is not a goal
achieved but a start

to women raising their
hands not only to
compete in the elec-

tion but in decision
making as a whole.

The Ministry of

Women Community and Social De-
velopment have been contributing

in encouraging women to step up
and be involved in decision making
as a whole. This is seen in the many

awareness programs that were car-

erlect aut thraugh the year2 OThe6Sui

Tamaitai o Nuu is another way the
Ministry have encour-
aged the voice of
women to be in-
volved in the deci-
sion making in the
communities.  With
this, the Ministry has
worked together with
several other organizations in at-
tempting to push and promote the
idea that womenaos
any decision been
made whether it be in
the families, the com-
munities or in the gov-
ernment.

As locals watched and

listened in anticipation,

on Friday 4th March |,
2016 for results of the
election, Samoans
around the world were also eagerly

waiting for word on who will be
elected for our New
Parliament.

p For this election, we
I can safely say there
are now 5 women in

‘ parliament and that
is a start. At the same

time, we can celebrate even more

as our first female Deputy Prime Min-
ister was sworn in the Honorable

Fiame Naomi Mataafa. Also not for-
getting the new Minister for The Min-

istry of women Community and So-
cial Development, Faimalotoa Kika
lemaima Stowers. Women really are
stepping up and making a voice for
themselves.

The Commission on the Status for
Women is the principal global inter-
governmental body exclusively

dedicated to the promotion of gen-
der equality and the empowerment
of women . This year, the 60th ses-
sion of the CSW is held in New York
and as the election were well on
coungs
way,

t amoads de
preparing to pre-

sent.

e

During the Com-
mi ssi onds
two week session,
they discuss pro-
gress and gaps in
the implementa-
tion of the 1995
Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action, the key global policy docu-
ment on gender equality, and the
23rd special session of the General
Assembly held in 2000, as we;; as
emerging issues that affect gender
equality and the empowerment of
women.

Samoads del egati on
MWCSD CEO Fuimapuao Beth One-
semo dTuilaepa, ACEO Division for
Women Louisa Apelu and Nuanua
ole Alofa ( National Disability Sector)
Representative and Disability Advo-
cate, Faatino Utumapu.

Mo Nisi Faamatalaga Faafesootai

Lemal ama Taal og 4
Ofisa Sili Lagolago
Vaega mo le Lotoifale
Telefoni (685) 26602
Laina:245
Facsimile (685) 24028

Imeli: tfaasalaina@mwcsd.gov.ws

mai:
h F a b as @eiraaFuimamno

Of i sa Fabdafoe V a

Afioaga
Telefoni: (685) 23512
Laina:207

mo

Imeli: sfuimaono@mwcsd.gov.ws

Tifitifi Uitime
e gQfisacsili lLagolagod/@egamm lorNitusd
Telefoni (685) 21355
Facsimile(685) 20098

Imeli: tifi.fetu@samoaonline.gov.ws
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National Forum to promote ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with

Disabilities.
oLaying the Gr oun dwosubkissibnoof the @ Mnentioned documents to
(Convention on the Rights of Per- Cabinet for endorsement.
sons with Disabilif iTe srdae aviodum fot theedis@ussion of the draft

for the Forum that was held at The
Tui Atua Tumasese Efi Complex
Conference Room for two days;
Wednesday 23 w and Thursday 24
March 2016.

The forum was attended by the Prime Minister Tuila-
epaSailele Malielegaoi who gave the opening ad-
dress. The Minister for the Ministry of Women, Commu-
nity and Social Development Faimalotoa Kika Ah Kau
was also present. The Acting CEO Lemalama Taaloga
Faasalaina opened the Forum with welcoming re-
marks; an approximate of more than 110 participants
were present on this day.

The main objectives for this Forum were:

9 To discuss and outline why
ratification of the Conven-
tion on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities is significant
and necessary for Sa -moa.

i To provide an overview of
government 0s
date towards CRPD ratifica-
tion.

I To present key disability documents considered
pivotal to the ratification of CRPD, including the
Report on Development of a CRPD Costed Plan,
and Report on CRPD Legislative Compliance Re-
view

1 To secure and strengthen public support for the

National Policy for Per -sons with Disabilities 2016 o
2020

The first day consisted of four main presentations: CRPD
ratification and the CRPD progress to date presented
by Meritiana Fepuleai 8 Tanuvasa; Samoa Disability
Program coordinator, = CRPD Costed Implementation
Plan prepared and presented by Pisaina Leilua Lei
Sam, CRPD Legislative Compliance Review presented
by Ane lati representative of Attorney General Office

and The Samoa Disability Prevalence Report  presented
by Aliemaua Malaefono  -Taaloga.

The National Policy for Persons with Disabilities was pre-
sented on the second (2 nd) day by Faafetai Koria; Sa-
moa Disability Program Manager. Participants were
divided into five (5) groups for discussion and to pre-
sent on what can be added or abstracted after the
presentations that were given. The Forum was con-
cluded by Acting CEO Lemalama Taaloga Faasalaina
with closing re -marks.
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Social Protection Awareness (SPA) program

The Social Protection Aware-
ness program for this year
2016 was spear headed by
SPC/RRRT and was sup-
ported by the MWCSD
through Division for Women.
The program focuses on rais-
ing awareness of students on
CEDAW (Convention on Elimination of all
Forms of Discrimination against Women),
CRC (The Convention on the Rights of
the Child). Domestic Violence as well as
looking at ways to address violence be-
tween schools. This program was done in
the island of Savaii in four particular col-
lege schools: Itu 0 Tane, Alofi o Taoa,
Palauli Sisifo and Palauli Falefa for two days from the
10th and 11th March, 2016. The program was attended
by 954 students.

The Objectives of this program were:

Taoto Ataata o Taulele

Programs etc.

1 Raise awareness on CRC (Convention on the Rights
of the Child) and the work the government is doing
that complies with this convention.

i To understand the negative effects of social media

specifically cyber bullying.

There were promotional materials given
out to students at the end of each pro-
gram which consisted of CE -DAW and
CRC pamphlets, while a copy of the
Women Matai and Leadership Survey
2014 and Gender Implementation Strat-
egy for the Reproductive and Sexual
Health of Women in Samoa 2014 i 2018
were handed to the principals of both schools so it can
be placed in their libraries for students to have access
to when needed for research.

f Raise awareness on governmen
vancement of womends roles a
today through;
9 Policies, Legislations, International Conventions,
Community Projects, Awareness and Educational
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