
 

 



 

 

  

Impairments are part of the human condition. Persons with disabilities are found in all age groups across all commu-
nities and in all socio-economic categories, but are consistently excluded from participating in and contributing to de-
velopment processes.  With 80% of the Samoan population living in rural areas, a similar proportion of persons with 
disabilities also live in rural areas, although some families with children with disabilities may move to the capital, 
Apia, for the only available special or mainstream schools.  The exact number of people with disabilities or the pro-
portions of different kinds of impairments in Samoa are not known.  The 2011 Census found 4,061 persons (2.1%) 
ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ άŀƴȅ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅέΤ  The World Report on Disability ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ мр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
population have a disability, so in Samoa this could translate to approximately 27,600 people (i.e. 15% of 184,000).  
People with physical disabilities such as spinal injuries, visual or hearing impairments are those who have been most 
active in the DPO, but it is likely that people with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities make up the largest propor-
tion of people with disabilities, as is the case globally. 
 
The Samoa Disability Sector consists of national service providers and agencies working for the interests of persons 
with disabilities.  From a small number of disability service providers in the 1970s, the disability sector has expanded 
to include services for children with intellectual, hearing, vision and physical disabilities. These services were estab-
lished by non-government and non-profit organizations.  NGOs have been the main source of influence and service 
provision to people with disability in Samoa through special schools, inclusive education services, early intervention 
and sports programs, advocacy activities and vocational training programs.  The strong, sectoral partnership between 
government, civil society and also community based organizations, has been the key determinant in the decision to 
sign the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), and this took place on 25 September, 2014. This 
partnership will remain the basis for striving forward towards ratification of CRPD. 
 
 

 
 
 

Nuanua o le Alofa  (NOLA) 
 
bh[! ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нллм ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǎŀōƭŜŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭΣ ǊŜƎƛǎπ
tered, urban-based non-profit organization with a constitution and an elected board. It has full 
time and part-time, as well as voluntary staff, and secure office facilities. It is an organization 
founded and managed by people with disability in Samoa, to advocate for the rights of people 
ǿƛǘƘ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ {ŀƳƻŀΦ bh[!Ωǎ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 
with the wider community, giving ownership to people with disability in becoming role models for 
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individuals, families and our community. The organization also advocates and conducts awareness programs 
all year round and at all levels.  NOLA is a member of Disabled Peoples International (DPI).  It is also an active 
member of Pacific Disability Forum (PDF), participating in a range of governance, training and networking proc-
esses supported at the regional level. 

 

SENESE Inclusive Education Services  
Established in 1992, SENESE is an inclusive education organisation that focuses 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƳŀƛƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
establish and strengthen a national model of inclusive education for children (0-
18 years) with disabilities and their families, that facilitates cooperation between 
educational and health organisations, as well as the public. The result will be the 
eradication of barriers and the achievement of a high quality learning environ-
ment for all students 
 
Loto Taumafai Society 

Registered in 1981, Loto Taumafai Society is a non government organisation 
which caters for the needs of people with disabilities. The aim of the Society is 
άǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ϧ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊπ
ǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ {ŀƳƻŀέΦ [¢{ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŜƳǇƭƻȅǎ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ 
teachers to teach programs based on MESC curriculum currently taught in nor-
mal schools, in classes from Year 1 to Year 11. The Community Based Rehabili-
tation (CBR) program staffed by fieldworkers trained by overseas professionals, 

is an outreach service  for early detection, intervention, therapy and treatment of clients, to improve their 
functional ability to enable independence and inclusiveness in the community. The construction of a new na-
tional disability centre is a milestone for the organisation which will enhance the learning outcomes of stu-
dents. A Vocational Unit and a Silent World Theatre, a performing arts group of hearing impaired students are 
also part of the Society. A range of partnerships with external organizations, such as the Australian DFAT have 
contributed to the current capacity of LTS students and staff. 
 
Aoga Fiamalamalama 
As a non-government school for children with intellectual disability that started in 
ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфтлǎΦ !ƻƎŀ CƛŀƳŀƭŀƳŀƭŀƳŀΩǎ ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƛƴŘƛπ
vidual talents, to provide general education, develop social and lifelong skills, raise 
public awareness to change attitudes towards children with special learning needs, 
and assist in integrating students into the community by advocating for their disabilities. School programs in-
clude general education, socialization and networking with other schools and partners.  
 
The year 2009 saw a number social and structural changes that helped enhance and improve the quality of life 
and equality for children with inherent disabilities. In 2011, Fiamalamalama completed a multifunctional build-
ing to meet not only the needs of children with disabilities, but also their parents as well as staff. Fiamalama-
lama was one of the first to initiate the importance of empowering parents, and building their self recognition 
of their roles as parents and guardians of children with intellectual and inherent disabilities. Priorities have in-
cluded workshops for parents, staff training, and the importance of modified educational program to meet stu-
ŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ !t¢/ ŀƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŜȄπ
perts on disability. Currently Fiamalamalama is focusing on pathways to employment for its older students, 
and will look to develop closer linkages with the business community, and change public attitudes and mind 
sets. 
 
Samoa Spinal Network  
Samoa Spinal Network is a relatively new NGO which works in partner-
ship with Altus Resource Trust in New Zealand. Samoa Spinal Network 
has worked to explore why critical health problems of people with spi-


